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Every morning I wake up to the chatter and joyful song of 
hundreds of birds. They fill the air with their “conversations” – 
occasionally there is an altercation and you can hear the angry 
and asserting “voice” as one feathered friend berates another. 
There is the fight for control of the bird baths – especially when 
one particularly vain robin is taking far too long in his/her 
morning ablutions! Then there are the not so popular, or 
welcome “crows” – pushing their way in everywhere and 
chasing off the “kinder, gentler” birds. Bird lovers tend to chase 
off the crows as they are predators – preying on the eggs and 
young of other birds. But crows are also very intelligent birds 
with a very complex social organization. I had a short exchange 
with two of these haughty looking birds last night as they 
asserted their authority over the pond and refused to let any 
other small bird timidly advance to drink. The disdainful and 
malevolent look they gave me was just a tad chilling. 

I came across this little story from the Ojibwe culture recently 
and I share it with you. It gave me pause for thought and 
although I am not sure I can completely embrace this often dark 
menace, I might start to look on them a little more kindly. 
Story about the Crow: Andek 
When Great Spirit was creating the flyers of creation, all the 
flyers had great purpose. The Eagle was to be the people’s 
messenger of prayers and thanks.  The Hawk too was a 
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messenger of the people’s needs and good medicine. The Loon 
was the teacher of love and 
relationships.  Andek (the Crow) however was without purpose. 
He had no special color, or the powerful wings of the Eagle.  So, 
he flew around looking for purpose like many people today are 
doing.  Andek visited Mkwa (the Bear) and asked him to teach 
his ways.  Mkwa did and eventually Andek got bored and 
unsatisfied with Mkwa.  For some reason the ways of the bear 
didn't fit with him, so Andek went off and sought a new way and 
hopefully would find purpose. The beaver, the loon, the wolf, the 
coyote, the fish, all of creation he learned from, but still Andek 
gained no purpose or satisfaction with life. 
Then came the day where Andek heard Idiom (the Squirrel) 
crying in a hole of the oak.  So he flew to Idiom and said, "Hi 
Idiom , what troubles your heart today?"  
Idiom looking poorly said to Andek, "I am sad and feeling 
drained about my life."  Andek advised Idiom to visit Mkwa (the 
Bear) for some medicine for his health and the Turtle to find his 
heart.  So, both Andek and Idiom went to visit the Bear and 
Turtle and they were both great helpers to Idiom.  The Turtle 
travels slow and is paced in all matters of life, he never misses 
a thing.  Bear is chief of the medicine ways and he placed great 
healing upon Idiom.    At last Squirrel felt balanced and returned 
to his purpose with vigor and refreshed spirit. 
Andek flew around the bush feeling great about what had 
happened. Then there was another cry in the woods.   Always 
curious about such things, Andek went to investigate only to find 
Rabbit was crying in her borrow. 
Andek asked the Rabbit, "Waboose what troubles you today?" 
"I wanna die Andek” she cried.   
"What is it that has brought you to such ends ?,"  asked Andek.  
Waboose was crying about Wagoosh (the Fox) and how there is 
no peace with Wagoosh around.   Andek carefully listened to 
everything Rabbit said.  Quietly Andek advised his little friend 
that her purpose is found in her strong legs and long ears.   
"Waboose, said Andek, "Surely you can listen very well and can 
tell when Wagoosh is coming and you can easily out run 
Wagoosh." 
Yes, Waboose thought to herself.  I can and I will feel good 
about it too.  "Thank you, Andek." 
As time went on as it does, the word traveled all across the 
lands about the Crow who was born without purpose, so he 
though, but found good purpose in helping others to either find 
or renew their purpose.  From that day Andek travels throughout 
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the land making friends with all creation by helping them find 
the right path. 
Andek is our traveling companion always reminding us that 
work and dedication will show the way to the purpose we seek.  
We cannot find our purpose if we sit on the path.  Crow teaches 
that you must meet life head-on and create good connections 
with those around you and work with spirit of friendship. 
As  Andek found out, you become your purpose by doing what 
feels good with good intention. Walk a good path and you will 
be guaranteed to find your life’s purpose. 

As I let my mind wander into the realm of birds I think of all the 
ways that birds can teach us. I think of the lessons we can learn 
as together we form our new parish of Immanuel. Birds can 
teach us about leadership…a good leader is also a good 
follower, birds flying in flocks can migrate longer distances than 
birds flying alone. They save energy and fly faster together. 
Birds can teach us about democracy – they lead and follow at 
the same time. There is not a single leader. A good leader 
makes others aware of possibilities. When starlings of flamingos 
are threatened, the whole flock reacts at once with very little 
delay between noting the threat and evading it. It isn’t any one 
bird that has the responsibility for protection the flock. They all 
have responsibility for protecting the flock from danger. Now 
here’s one to note: a great leader steps down. Birds share 
leadership. When they fly in the v-formation, for instance, the 
lead bird works the hardest. Many of the birds in the flock take 
turns flying lead so that no one bird collapses from exhaustion. 
In flock of pigeons, even the weakest bird sometimes leads. 
One could surmise that their chance of survival might go up 
when birds take on leadership positions rather than always 
submitting to the leader. 

I must admit when the lively chatter of my feathered friends 
begins at 3 a.m. I am often not impressed as while they might 
be “up and at ‘em” at that hour I would like to have another few 
hours of sleep and a large mug of restorative coffee!  

Now my mind is wandering again – wandering to the times that 
the birds are silent…and when that silence can be deafening 
and take on overtones of fear, chaos, sorrow, tragedy and 
upheaval.  I am sure the birds were silent when 214 precious 
souls were buried at the former Kamloops Residential School – 
and in many other residential school locations that we know and 
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have yet to know. The birds would have been silent when 
children as young as three were ripped from their mother’s 
arms by so called “authority figures”. So many mothers and 
fathers never saw their children again or knew what happened 
to them. The unspeakable horrors that these innocent children 
were subjected to is beyond my comprehension. These were 
children – the innocent and vulnerable – the ones we should 
be protecting and nourishing – the ones who should be our 
future, not buried in a shameful and barbaric attempt to cover 
up atrocities that have forever changed the lives of generations 
of our indigenous brothers and sisters. The birds would have 
been silent at places like Dachau and Auschwitz. I toured 
Dachau in the mid-80’s and it left a profound impression on me 
of the very real example of man’s inhumanity to man. The 
visible symbol of little shoes lining the steps of our government 
buildings in memory of children – children lost to us forever – 
was also present in Dachau in the hundreds of little shoes that 
should have walked and run into the light of freedom and not 
into the darkness of death. No birds sang the day I entered 
through gates with the inscription “abandon all hope ye who 
enter here”. There would be no birds singing in the violence of 
the Middle East – in the places where our Lord walked, 
preached, and ministered – and where He too suffered and 
died. There is a silent mourning in the ceasing of the birds song 
– in their chatter and in their joyful flight.  

Some have likened birds, even the humble sparrow, to divine 
messengers. Those whose lives have been touched by the 
presence, the sound of birds, have felt that God performs 
miracles through them. The following are a few quotes that 
touched me and I hope will touch you as well. 

John Berry "The bird of paradise alights only upon the hand 
that does not grasp.” Saint John of the Cross "The soul that is 
attached to anything however much good there may be in it, will 
not arrive at the liberty of divine union. For whether it be a 
strong wire rope or a slender and delicate thread that holds the 
bird, it matters not, if it really holds it fast; for, until the cord be 
broken the bird cannot fly." Henry Van Dyke "Use what talents 
you possess: the woods would be very silent if no birds sang 
there except those that sang best." John Burroughs "The very 
idea of a bird is a symbol and a suggestion to the poet. A bird 
seems to be at the top of the scale, vehement and intense his 
life ... The beautiful vagabonds, endowed with every grace, 
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masters of all climes, and knowing no bounds—how many 
human aspirations are realized in their free, holiday-lives—and 
how many suggestions to the poet in their flight and song!" 
Langston Hughes "Hold fast to dreams, for if dreams die, life is 
a broken-winged bird that cannot fly." 
Dale Carnegie "Did you ever see an unhappy horse? Did you 
ever see bird that had the blues? One reason why birds and 
horses are not unhappy is because they are not trying to 
impress other birds and horses." 

Salvador Dali "Intelligence without ambition is a bird 
without wings." 
John Milton "Sweet the coming on/Of grateful 
evening mild; then silent night/With this her solemn 
bird and this fair moon,/And these the gems of 
heaven, her starry train." 
Victor Hugo "Be as a bird perched on a frail branch 
that she feels bending beneath her, still she sings 
away all the same, knowing she has wings." 
E.E. Cummings "I would rather learn from one bird 
how to sing than to teach 10,000 stars how not to 
dance." 
James Allen "The greatest achievement was at first 
and for a time a dream. The oak sleeps in the acorn, 
the bird waits in the egg, and in the highest vision of 
the soul a waking angel stirs. Dreams are the 
seedlings of realities." 

"The birds are moulting. If only man could moult also 
— his mind once a year its errors, his heart once a 
year its useless passions." 

Aesop "It is not only fine feathers that make fine 
birds." 
Douglas Malloch "You have to believe in happiness, 
or happiness never comes ... Ah, that's the reason a 
bird can sing — On his darkest day he believes in 
spring." 
Madonna "Love is a bird; she needs to fly." 
Percy Bysshe Shelley "Hail to thee, blithe spirit!/
Bird thou never wert/That from Heaven, or near it,/
Pourest thy full heart/In profuse strains of 
unpremeditated art." 
William Blake "No bird soars too high, if he soars 
with his own wings.” Enid Bagnold "Why do birds 
sing in the morning? It's the triumphant shout: 'We 
got through another night!'" 
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God of all feathered beings,  
Thank you for birds.  
Thank you for their early morning songs.  
I, too, lift a song to heaven when morning breaks.  
This song of praise.  
For redwing blackbirds.  
For robins bathing outside the window.  
For peacocks and cassowarys  
For the ostrich and the egret  
For the loon and the petrel  
For the pelican and seagull.  
Have You not gathered us the way a mother hen 
gathers her chicks?  
I pray for chickens who can't gather their chicks. 
Who live in cages the size of an innocent man's 
cell.  Great God, the largest space they will know 
is the oven. How can we treat Your feathered 
world so cruelly? And Great God, how can baby 
chicks be thrown away?  
The morning song of a bird announces a newly 
dawning day, fresh, with new life.  
Great God, give us fresh spirits.  
Can we gather the baby chicks under our wings 
as we celebrate Your creation?  
Your feathered beings,  
The woodpecker and the heron and the pigeon  
And yes, the chicken.  
God, You know my imperfections.  
I ignore the baby chick within.  
All that is fresh and new, and desires growth,  
Sometimes I ignore it or fight it.  

I am sometimes too fragile to allow the new 
within to survive. Create within me the ability to 
greet each day like Your birds.  
And to care for animals as You would, God,  
You who would gather us all within  
Your outstretched  
wings.  

– Carol Adams from Prayers for Animals 

http://www.spiritualityandpractice.com/books/books.php?id=9372
https://www.learnreligions.com/make-your-dreams-come-true-124686
https://www.learnreligions.com/who-are-angels-123812
https://www.liveabout.com/madonna-quotes-3530130
http://www.spiritualityandpractice.com/books/books.php?id=9372
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Henrik Ibsen "Each bird must sing with his own throat." 

I hope I have given you something to think about, to pray about, 
and to reflect upon the next time you are out in your garden 
listening to the song, to the “voices” of these wonderful winged 
creatures. God is always there, always present, in the evil we 
do and in the good we do – in times of great sorrow and in 
times of great joy. God is there even in the silence of the bird’s 
song, in the passing of her flight, in the joyful hope of the early 
morning song. There is a hymn I loved as a child and for some 
reason the thought of a little sparrow falling and imagining that 
God would tenderly pick him up and cradle him in His hand…
has stuck with me throughout my life. “God see the little 
sparrow fall, it meets His tender view; If God so loves the little 
birds, I know He loves me too.”  We are loved my friends…lets 
show that love to all we meet…love can’t erase the pain of the 
past but it can move us into a better future as brothers and 
sisters in the never ending love of Christ, who paid the greatest 
price for our sins, that to our shame we keep repeating.   

Desiree Dieno is a member of our Parish of Immanuel, and she 
is also the very wonderful cleaner of the Argyle Street (St. Luke) 
location. She was in the church working the other day and the 
innocent 214 children, victims of terrible injustice, cruelty and 
unspeakable horrors, were weighing heavily on her mind. After 
she finished her work she took a moment to sit and pray and 
then was moved to leave some tangible memorial within those 
sacred walls in recognition of the suffering that was, is, and will 
yet to come.  Thank you Desiree. 
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Something to brighten your day and bring a 
smile… 

A little boy opened the big family Bible.  He was fascinated as 
he fingered through the old pages.  Suddenly, something fell out 
of the Bible.  He picked up the object and looked at it.  What he 
saw was an old leaf that had been pressed in between the 
pages. 
'Mama, look what I found,' the boy called out.   'What have you 
got there, dear?' 
With astonishment in the young boy's voice, he answered, 'I 
think it's Adam's underwear!' 
   than you Pat Hall 

and another offering from Tom Fulton… 

CAN ONLY ACCEPT THESE ARE RIGHT, VERY INTERESTING IF 
THAT IS SO. 
  
  1... WHY? 
Why do men's clothes have buttons on the right while women's 
clothes have buttons on the left? 
BECAUSE 
When buttons were invented, they were very expensive and worn 
primarily by the rich. Since most people are right-handed, it is easier 
to push buttons on the right through holes on the left.  Because 
wealthy women were dressed by maids, dressmakers put the buttons 
on the maid's right!   And that's where women's buttons have 
remained since. 
  
2 ... WHY? 
Why do ships and aircraft use 'mayday' as their call for help? 
BECAUSE 
This comes from the French word m'aidez - meaning 'help me' - and is 
pronounced, approximately, 'mayday.' 
  
3 ... WHY? 
Why are zero scores in tennis called 'love'? 
BECAUSE 
In France , where tennis became popular, the round zero on the 
scoreboard looked like an egg and was called 'l'oeuf,' which is French 
for 'the egg.'   When tennis was introduced in the US, Americans 
mispronounced it 'love.' 
  
4 .. WHY? 
Why do X's at the end of a letter signify kisses? 
BECAUSE 
In the Middle Ages, when many people were unable to read or write, 
documents were often signed using an X. Kissing the X represented 
an oath to fulfill obligations specified in the document. The X and the 
kiss eventually became synonymous. 
  
5 ... WHY? 
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Why is shifting responsibility to someone else called 'passing the 
buck'? 
BECAUSE 
In card games, it was once customary to pass an item, called a buck, 
from player to player to indicate whose turn it was to deal.  If a player 
did not wish to assume the responsibility of dealing, he would 'pass 
the buck' to the next player. 
  
6 ... WHY? 
Why do people clink their glasses before drinking a toast? 
BECAUSE 
In earlier times it used to be common for someone to try to kill an 
enemy by offering him a poisoned drink.  To prove to a guest that a 
drink was safe, it became customary for a guest to pour a small 
amount of his drink into the glass of the host.  Both men would drink it 
simultaneously. When a guest trusted his host, he would only touch or 
clink the host's glass with his own. 
  
7... WHY? 
Why are people in the public eye said to be 'in the limelight'? 
BECAUSE 
Invented in 1825, limelight was used in lighthouses and theatres by 
burning a cylinder of lime which produced a brilliant light. In the 
theatre, a performer 'in the limelight' was the Centre of attention. 
  
8 ... WHY? 
Why is someone who is feeling great 'on cloud nine'? 
BECAUSE 
Types of clouds are numbered according to the altitudes they attain, 
with nine being the highest cloud. If someone is said to be on cloud 
nine, that person is floating well above worldly cares. 
  
9 ... WHY? 
In golf, where did the term 'Caddie' come from? 
BECAUSE 
When Mary Queen of Scots went to France as a young girl, Louis, 
King of France, learned that she loved the Scots game 'golf.' He had 
the first course outside of Scotland built for her enjoyment.  To make 
sure she was properly chaperoned (and guarded) while she played, 
Louis hired cadets from a military school to accompany her. 
Mary liked this a lot and when she returned to Scotland (not a very 
good idea in the long run), she took the practice with her.  In French, 
the word cadet is pronounced ‘ca-day' and the Scots 
changed it into caddie. 
  
10 ... WHY? 
Why are many coin collection jar banks shaped like pigs? 
BECAUSE 
Long ago, dishes and cookware in Europe were made of dense 
orange clay called 'pygg'. When people saved coins in jars made of 
this clay, the jars became known as 'pygg banks.'  When an English 
potter misunderstood the word, he made a container that resembled a 
pig.  And it caught on. 
  
11. Do you know the term "Big Cheeks" 
Here is where it is from. 
A grandson of slaves, a boy was born in a poor neighbourhood of New 
Orleans known as the "Back of Town."  His father abandoned the 
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family when the child was an infant.  His mother became a prostitute 
and the boy and his sister had to live with their grandmother. 
   
Early in life he proved to be gifted for music and with three other kids 
he sang in the streets of New Orleans.  His first gains were coins that 
were thrown to them. 
   
A Jewish family, Karnofsky, who had emigrated from Lithuania to the 
USA, had pity for the 7-year-old boy and brought him into their home. 
Initially giving 'work' in the house, to feed this hungry child. There he 
remained and slept in this Jewish family's home where, for the first 
time in his life, he was treated with kindness and tenderness. 
   
When he went to bed, Mrs. Karnovsky sang him a Russian lullaby that 
he would sing with her.  Later, he learned to sing and play several 
Russian and Jewish songs. 
   
Over time, this boy became the adopted son of this family. The 
Karnofskys gave him money to buy his first musical instrument; as 
was the custom in the Jewish families. 
   
They sincerely admired his musical talent. Later, when he became a 
professional musician and composer, he used these Jewish melodies 
in compositions, such as St. James Infirmary and Go Down Moses. 
   
The little black boy grew up and wrote a book about this Jewish family 
who had adopted him in 1907.   In memory of this family and until the 
end of his life, he wore a Star of David and said that in this family, he 
had learned "how to live real life and determination." 
You might recognize his name.  This little boy was called: Louis 
"Satchmo" Armstrong. 
   
Louis Armstrong proudly spoke fluent Yiddish!  And "Satchmo" is 
Yiddish for "Big Cheeks"!!! 

A few other things to take note of… 

Spring Bible Study on Women of the Hebrew 
Scriptures is now full! 

We have some wonderful women sharing in these rich and 
challenging stories of the Hebrew women who walked 
before us and to whom we are linked in so many ways. 
Thank you all for sharing your gifts and your insight - you 
make every Thursday night an adventure and a joy! 

Here is the Zoom link which will remain the same 
throughout the study: 
Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88064422281?
pwd=ZWRLbjE3Ym9YdUVwV0c2aVFnRkVTQT09 
Meeting ID: 880 6442 2281 
Passcode: 621581 
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Seniors Coffee Zoom Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81151849728?
pwd=UHZVZWt0V0U0dUoxOUw1UGM5VndvQT09 
Meeting ID: 811 5184 9728 
Passcode: 946753 

OUR NEXT GATHERING WILL BE MAY 28, AT 3 P.M. 

We are called “Seniors Coffee” but don’t let that fool you - 
we like to be called “Friday Fun and Fellowship” - we are a 
welcoming bunch - sharing our stories and praying with 
and for each other. No agenda - unless you count lots of 
laughter an agenda.  Come and check us out! 

Friday Night Evening Prayer of the BCP Service of 
Compline 

This quiet and reflective prayer service is led by me, Rev. 
Winna and Father Michael Bruce with the grateful assistance of 
our ZOOM host, Laura French 

Compline Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89324033051?
pwd=QUxCQjBoQW9xdklEWVlVZlVzak52dz09 
Meeting ID: 893 2403 3051 
Passcode: 701044 
Compline is a lovely way to end your day and your week. 
Please consider joining us… 

Starting in June the clergy will be offering TWO morning 
worship services…one at 9:30 a.m. which will be a “new” 
service with the praise band…and one at 11 a.m. which will 
be a “traditional” service with the organ. We welcome you 
to join us in one…or two…live streamed services every 
Sunday or catch us later when its a more convenient time 
for you. We will let you know when we will be back to “in 
person” worship but we will still be continuing live 
streaming services. As always we give grateful thanks to the 
generous gifts that Father Michael has shared in order to 
make these live stream services possible. Ministry takes on 
may forms and Michael’s ministry to us is making it possible 
for us to worship together in these challenging times. 
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BCP Morning Prayer 

When you call out to me and come to me in prayer, 
I will hear your prayers. When you seek me in 
prayer and worship, you will find me available to 
you. If you seek me with all your heart and soul, I 
will make myself available to you,’ says the 
Lord” (Jeremiah 29:12-14). 

Grace, peace and joy to you all, in the beauty of 
this Springtime and in the new growth surrounding 
us. Beginning Tuesday, June 1 at 7:30 a.m. I want 
to offer you a chance to renew and refresh each 
morning, by experiencing the ancient disciplines of 
spiritual formation before you start your day. A call 
to morning prayer has been a part of our tradition 
in Anglican worship for many, many years. Please 

join me, Rev. Winna, as together we start our day in prayer, 
reflection and conversation in the peace of a new day.  Below is 
the Zoom link which will remain the same every Tuesday. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82975870900?
pwd=Q2M4SlNSWmlnSkkzQXNwaFdGZTVXdz09 

Meeting ID: 829 7587 0900 
Passcode: 647817 

 
We, the clergy of Immanuel, hold you all in prayer daily…
and we invite you to pray along with us. If you have a 
specific prayer request please let us know so that together, in 
community, we can lift your prayers to the Lord. I invite you 
to send your prayer requests to our Office Manager, Mojgan 
Shirazi, at officemanager@immanuelanglicanregina.ca  
Mojgan is keeping a list for us that will be updated regularly. 
These are some of the prayer requests that I have had this 
week… 

We pray for healing mercies for: Claude (Saul), Sheila F. 
(Tom), Harry C., Bishop David Ashdown, Abigail, Theo, T.J., 
Trina, Wayne, Linda & Lloyd (and family), Bob G., Jessica 
K., Jackie, Lori, Pat L. (Dennis), Keith, Corrine, Declain, 
Allan, Marion, Greta, Pat, Pat B., Phillip, Beth, Gwen R. 
and family, Jeremy S. and his mother Joan, Thereza, 
George, Joanne Shurvin-Martin and family, Allison and 
family, Greta B., Charlize. We remember in our prayers all 
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those who have passed in the peace of Christ remembering 
all those who we hold in our hearts…. 

We pray for Bishop Rob and Lorraine, as they continue this 
new journey into retirement and relocation with family and 
friends in the UK. We pray for comfort and strength in the 
days, weeks and months ahead and may God’s peace 
surround them.  We pray for Dean Mike and Archdeacon 
Catherine and the staff of the Synod Office. For our parish 
of Immanuel - for our wardens Mae Boa and Richard 
Simpson and our new Vestry.  We pray for the members of 
Diocesan Council meeting this Saturday. 

Please uphold in prayer Deacon Alexander Campbell, his 
wife Muriel, and their family. Alex will be ordained Priest on 
June 12th. The ordination service will be live streamed - we 
had hoped by now to have more information as to time etc., 
hopefully that will be out to you soon. 

We pray for our partners at Living Spirit Centre: Pastor 
Stewart Miller (Bread of Life), Rev. Russell Mitchell Walker 
(Eastside United), Vicar Patti Sherk (Bread of Life) and the 
administrative assistants: Cheryl Conly (Bread of Life) and 
Becca Dziaduck (Eastside United). 

Here are your readings for this week… 

Proper 10  

June 5 to June 11 Yr B REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY 

Collect  

O God you have assured the human family of eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Deliver us from the death of 
sin and raise us to new life in him, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

A Reading from the First Book of Samuel. 
Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to 
Samuel at Ramah, and said to him, “You are old and your sons 
do not follow in your ways; appoint for us, then, a king to govern 
us, like other nations.” But the thing displeased Samuel when 
they said, “Give us a king to govern us.” Samuel prayed to the 
Lord, and the Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the 
people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, 
but they have rejected me from being king over them. Just as 
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they have done to me, from the day I brought them up out of 
Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so also 
they are doing to you. Now then, listen to their voice; only —you 
shall solemnly warn them, and show them the ways of the king 
who shall reign over them.” So Samuel reported all the words of 
the Lord to the people who were asking him for a king. He said, 
“These will be the you: he will take your sons and ap- point 
them to his chariots and to be his horsemen, and to run before 
his chariots.  

[and he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and 
commanders of fifties, and some to plow his ground and to reap 
his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the 
equipment of his chariots. He will take your daughters to be 
perfumers and cooks and bakers. He will take the best of your 
fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his 
courtiers. He will take one-tenth of your grain and of your 
vineyards and give it to his officers and his courtiers.]  

He will take your male and female slaves, and the best of your 
cattle and donkeys, and put them to his work. He will take one-
tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. And in that day 
you will cry out because of your king, whom you have chosen 
for yourselves; but the Lord will not answer you in that day.” But 
the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, 
“No! but we are determined to have a king over us, so that we 
also may be like other nations, and that our king may govern us 
and go out before us and fight our battles.”]  

[ Samuel said to the people, “Come let us go to Gilgal and there 
renew the kingship.” So all the people went to Gilgal, and there 
they made Saul king before the Lord in Gilgal. There they 
sacrificed offerings of well-being before the Lord, and there Saul 
and all the Israelites rejoiced greatly.]  

1 Samuel 8,4-11, (12-15), 16-20, (11.14-15) 

Psalm 

Refrain The Lord will make good his purpose for me. I will 
give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the 
gods I will sing your praise. I will bow down toward your holy 
temple and praise your name, be- cause of your love and 
faithfulness; R For you have glorified your name and your word 
above all things. When I called, you answered me; you in- 
creased my strength within me. R All the kings of the earth will 
praise you, O Lord, when they have heard the words of your 
mouth. They will sing of the ways of the Lord, that great is the 
glory of the Lord. R Though the Lord be high, he cares for the 
lowly; he perceives the haughty from afar. Though I walk in the 
midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth your hand 
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against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 
The Lord will make good his purpose for me; O Lord, your love 
endures for ever; do not abandon the works of your hands. R 
Psalm 138  

A Reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the 
Corinthians. 
Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance 
with scripture — “I believed, and so I spoke” — we also believe, 
and so we speak, because we know that the one who raised the 
Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with 
you into his presence. Yes, every- thing is for your sake, so that 
grace as it extends to more and more people, may increase 
thanksgiving, to the glory of God. So we do not lose heart. Even 
though our outer nature is being renewed day by day. For this 
slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight 
of glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can 
be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is 
temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. For we know 
that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building 
from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. 2 Corinthians 4.13—5.1  

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Mark. 
The crowd came together again, so that they could not even 
eat. When his family heard it, they went out to restrain Jesus, 
for people were say- ing, “He has gone out of his mind.” And the 
scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has 
Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he them to him, and 
spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? If a 
kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 
And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be 
able to stand. And if Satan has risen up against himself and is 
divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. But no one can 
enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without 
first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be 
plundered. Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins 
and whatever blasphemies they utter; but whoever blasphemes 
against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty 
of an eternal sin” — for they had said, “He has an unclean 
spirit.” Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing 
out- side, they sent to him and called him. A crowd was sitting 
around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and asking for 
you.” And he replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 
And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my 
mother and my brothers! Whoever does the will of God is my 
brother and sister and mother.” Mark 3.20–35  
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Something to ponder…. 

How do you see yourself?…How to you think 
others see you? How do you think God sees you? 

The Members of the Ministerial and Their Primary Areas of 
Responsibiity… 

Father Michael Bruce (Fellowship, Prayer and Contemplation, 
Digital Ministries - Team Leader of the Ministerial and Regional 
Dean) 
fr.MBruce@gmail.com 
306-591-1124   DAYS OFF: SATURDAY AND MONDAY 

Rev. Winna Martin  (Seniors Ministry, Singles (Divorced, 
Widowed, Singles of all ages), Pastoral Care 
martinwinna@gmail.com 
306-536-4308 (cell) or 306-525-1575 (landline)                    
   DAYS OFF: SATURDAY AND MONDAY 

Canon Susan Page, Deacon (Pastoral Care, Ecumenism) 
306-537-3946 (cell) spage@sasktel.net 

Deacon Alexander (Alex) Campbell (Indigenous Ministry, Truth 
and Reconciliation *Calls to Action)  
alex.campbell@hotmail.com 

ON LEAVE**Pastor Zsofi Schmiedge
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I hope you are enjoying Around 
the Cross. As editor I am always 
delighted to receive your articles, 
information, pictures, etc. - 
anything you would like to share. 
I do however reserve the right to 
“edit” as appropriate or to not 
publish anything that I deem 
inappropriate. Remember this is 
YOUR Epistle so please send me 
whatever you think our readers 
may enjoy - we would love to 
hear from you!  

God’s richest blessings....Winna+

mailto:spage@sasktel.net
mailto:alex.campbell@hotmail.com

